
Good evening ladies and gentlemen, I will begin with a brief introduction of the 

area and the people that I am representing here today. I belong to a region of 

Pakistan, which was previously known as the Federally Administered Tribal Areas 

or FATA. It is a region in northwestern Pakistan that has existed as a semi-

autonomous region since Pakistan’s independence from British rule in 1947 and it 

has recently been merged with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. This region is 

inhabited almost exclusively by Pashtun tribes. It borders the Afghan provinces of 

Kunar, Nangarhar, Paktia, khost and Paktika. 

Before this recent merger, the region was controlled directly by Pakistan's federal 

government through a special set of draconian laws called the Frontier Crimes 

Regulations (FCR). These laws had been in effect since the colonial days of British 

India.  

The draconian nature of the FCR lies in the concept of “collective punishment”, 

where a whole tribe can be punished for the crime of one member of the tribe. It is 

telling that even after British India got its independence in 1947, the people of ex 

FATA were still facing the same colonial legal injustice till the year 2018. And 

while things definitely have changed on paper, there still is a long way to go  

before there is a change in the situation on the ground. 

These draconian punishments have always served a purpose, whether it was British 

India of the 20th century or the Pakistan of the 21st century. These laws are meant 

to subdue a population into giving up their rights, so that they can be sacrificed on 

the altar of “greater good”.  Goes without saying that this greater good, has never 

been good for us, the people of ex FATA.  

Generation after generation of my people have been exploited towards one end or 

another in the name of such greater goods. My forefathers were used as a buffer by 

the British colonialists against Russian expansion into India. After Pakistan’s 

independence my father’s generation saw their homeland being turned into a 

staging ground for the final battle between Capitalism and Communism that was 

fought out in Afghanistan. And my generation has been the direct victims of the 

double games that are being played in the name of the war on terror. 

If I am asked to name one incident in history that has had the greatest impact on 

my life, I would say without a doubt that it would be the horrific tragedy of 

September 11th, 2001. I was mere <> years old when the twin towers were attacked 

in New York. However, me and my generation of Pashtuns, has grown up dealing 

with the fallout from that tragedy.  



The US invasion of Afghanistan unleashed a new great game in ex FATA. The 

military dictatorship of General Musharaf allowed the Pakistani Taliban to become 

a menace which he then used to convince the World that Pakistan needed a 

military dictatorship.  

The growth of the Taliban menace was almost exclusively at the expense of the 

lives of Pakistan’s Pashtuns. And I would highlight the fact that this cost isn’t only 

paid by the Pashtuns of tribal areas, it is also being paid by the Pashtuns of the so 

called settled areas.  

The city of Peshawar has been a victim of some of the worst terrorist attacks in 

human history. One of the most horrific one was the massacre of the children of 

Peshawar’s Army Public School, which I am sure many in the audience would be 

aware of. Similarly, the ordeal and struggle of my fellow Pashtun, Malala 

Yousafzai, is also well known and appreciated the world over. However, it is 

important to highlight that the monsters she fought were also unleashed under the 

same Musharaf regime that aimed to gain legitimacy through portraying itself as a 

bulwark against terrorism. 

In the tribal areas, the safe havens of Taliban were created after a massacre of our 

tribal elders and subjugation of the local population through coercion and fear. The 

massacre of thousands of our tribal elders created a power vacuum that was filled 

by the Taliban. These safe havens were then used for terror attacks that cost us the 

lives of thousands of Pakistanis. 

Subsequently, these Taliban safe havens were then targeted through military 

operations. The immediate human costs of these operations were immense, as 

thousands were displaced from the tribal areas and as these Pakistanis sought 

refuge in Pakistan proper, they were faced with one of the worst form of suspicion 

and racial profiling.  

However, these costs would have been worth bearing, had the military operations 

been across the board and targeted the menace of terrorism. However, a binary of 

“good” and “bad” Taliban was created where some terrorists were considered 

better than others, “strategic assets” as they are referred to.  

When Waziristan declared as clear for the local population, after military 

operations, the locals were asked to go back to their homes. Upon arrival they were 

faced with the same Taliban menace for which they were made to leave their 

homes. The project Taliban still doesn’t seems to be coming to an end instead of 



the prolonged military operations, the militants can still very easily hit there 

targets. There have been about 25 attacks of target killing in north Waziristan after 

operation Zarbe Azab. These so called “peace committees” are groups made of the 

“good” terrorists that were not a threat for Pakistan proper. However for the tribal 

Pashtuns these groups represent a return to Taliban times with extortion, 

intimidation and illegal and archaic restrictions. All of this was done with the 

consent and approval of Pakistan’s powerful military. Recently in Waziristan, an 

election rally of my fellow Member of National Assembly, Ali Wazir was attacked 

by one of these peace committees. He spent quite a few days under a militant siege, 

with the state of Pakistan just playing spectator.  

Human history tells us that there is a limit to the patience of any oppressed race or 

ethnicity. Whether it was the civil rights movement here in United State or the anti-

apartheid struggles in South Africa and Palestine. There always is a tipping point 

after which a group says enough. 

The tipping point for Pashtuns came with the extra judicial murder of an aspiring 

model Naqeeb ullah Mehsud. Naqeeb like many other Pashtuns from ex FATA 

was fleeing the chaos of war for a better life in Karachi. He was part of the exodus 

that was a direct result of military operations in ex FATA. His death was also not 

unique, as thousands before him had died in such extra judicial manner. In fact, his 

murderer, one police official by the name of Rao Anwar, is suspected to have 

killed 444 people as per an official report.  

The death of Naqeeb marked the moment when we Pashtuns said enough. Out of 

our united resolve came the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement, under the leadership of 

the brave and articulate Manzoor Ahmed Pashteen.  

The desperation of Pashtuns in Pakistan can be gauged in the demands of PTM. It 

might come as a shock to this audience that in this day and age a people would ask 

for such basic rights.  

Our first demand is to put an end to the extra judicial killings that are committed 

by security forces in the name of fighting terrorism. As I said earlier Naqeeb is one 

of thousands of peaceful human souls that were killed just because someone in a 

uniform declared him a terrorist.  

Our second demand is regarding “missing persons”, these are people who we 

believe were abducted by state agencies over suspicions of terrorism. Our demand 

is not to release all such missing people but for the state agencies to present them 



in court, so that their guilt could be established, and those who are innocent be 

allowed to walk free. I must add here that some of these people have been missing 

for years, with no information about their whereabouts and also whether they are 

dead or alive. One can only imagine what that means for their loved ones.  

Our third demand is for the removal of landmines from our villages in Waziristan. 

It so happens, that Pakistan’s military has left behind thousands of landmines in 

areas that it had declared as cleared for civilians. And the cost of this deadly 

incompetence is paid mostly by our children in the form of losing limbs and 

sometimes life as well. To be clear, we are not demanding action against those who 

left these landmines, we just want them cleared.  

Our fourth demand is to stop the humiliation that is faced by Pashtuns on the check 

posts doting their homeland. Here again, we don’t demand that check posts be 

removed, but that the behavior of the army personnel on the check posts be 

improved. 

But despite these very basic of demands, we have been responded to with 

allegations of foreign support from some of the highest offices in Pakistan. I ask 

the audience here, whether they would need foreign backing to demand a right of 

trial for themselves? To demand that the playgrounds and streets of their 

neighborhood be cleaned of landmines? To demand that their families not be 

slapped, kicked and abused on check points? These are the very basic demands 

than any group of people, in this day and age, would ask for themselves. However, 

the PTM supporters are being branded as traitors in Pakistan for demanding these 

rights. 

This label of traitor or foreign agent carries with it so many costs. In its essence it 

is meant to discredit the person from making his case. But here, the State has failed 

miserably in discrediting the message of PTM among Pashtuns. The credit for that, 

in many ways, goes to the high-handedness of the State, which has made the 

message of PTM a clarion call for all Pashtuns in Pakistan who have been victim 

of the State. And they have come together regardless of the distinctions of tribe, 

sect or even religion.  

The response is evident in the congregations of PTM, as despite intimidation of our 

workers, legal hurdles, as well as a complete media blackout, the PTM has been 

able to leverage social media to arrange huge congregations. Our gatherings 

provide a platform for all of those whose voices have been muffled by the state. 

These are gathering were speakers as well as the audience bond over mutual grief. 



Some come with pictures of their missing relatives, others with details of the 

ordeals of loved ones who murdered extra judicially and yet others talk about the 

amputations of their children who mistook landmines for toys. The stories are 

endless and so are the tears, but yet despite all the grief and anger, there are no call 

to arms. No threats of violence. The PTM is convinced over one thing, and that is 

that our path to struggle has to be non-violent.  

Non-violence is not something new to us Pashtuns. The great Khan Abdul Ghaffar 

Khan stood like a mountain in front of the British colonial masters in a spectacular 

display of non-violent defiance. His struggle and sacrifice is a golden chapter in 

the independence of British India, and serves as an example for us to emulate as 

we are faced with these colonial masters of a different kind. 

The struggle of PTM is within the constitutional parameters of Pakistan, and our 

aim is to win the rights that are guaranteed by our constitution. Our struggle is that 

of human rights, and we will not stop until we are considered as equals in our own 

country. PTM represents hope for us Pashtuns, a hope that is best expressed in the 

words of Shelley from his poem the Ode to the West Wind.  

The trumpet of a prophecy!  

O Wind, 

If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind? 

 

  


